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U,S* Department of Justice 

United States Attorney 



Diane Lepley, Esq. 

400 7^ Street, NW. Suite 400 

Washington, D.G. 20004 



Dear Ms. Lepley: 



This letter confimis the agreepae 
United States Attorney for the District 
or "this Office"), If your chent accepts 
execiXte this document in the space provided 
letter will become the plea agreement. 



John Adams' Obligations. AcknowledgjnentS and Waivers : 



District of Columbia 



Judiciary Center 
555 Fourth St.N.W. 
Washington, DC. 2000 J 







February 10, 2006 



FEB 1 Z006 
UaSISlRlGTCOURT 



Re: Uiiited States v. John Adams 

Citminal Number 06-034 (ESH) 



nt between your chent, John Adams, and the Office of the 

of polumbia (hereinafter also referred to as "the Government" 

terms and conditions of this offer, please have yoiu* client 

below. Upon receipt of the executed docjUment, this 

he terms of the offer are as follows: I 



1 . Your clietit, John Adams, agrees to admit guilt and enter a plea of guilty to the charge in 
pending indictnient^ being refiled under seal as a separate information, charging a violation of 21 
U.S.C. §§ 841(a)(1) and 841 (b)(l)(A)(ii), conspiracy to distribute and to possess wijth intent to 
distribute in excess of 5 kilograms of coc aine hydrochloride. Your client understands that pursuant 
to 21 U.S,C,, § 841(b)(l)(A)(ii) and 18 U.S.C §§ 3571 (b)(3), and 3583 (b)(2) the charge carries 
a mandatory minimum sentence of 10 years, and a maximum penalty of life, a maxin]ium fine of 
4,000,000 dollars, and a mirLonum period of 5 ye^s of supervised release, hi addition,! your client 
agrees to pay a special assessmexit of $100 to the Clerk of the United States District Cjourt for the 
District of Columbia prior to the date of sentencing. Your chent further understands that he will be 
sentenced according to 18 U.S.C. §§ 3553(a) and 3553(c) through (f), including a consideration of 
the guidelines and p^olicies promulgated by the United States Sentencing Commission, iGuidehnes 
Manual {"Sentencing Guidelines''). Yciur client further understands that pursuant t^ 18 U.S.C. 
Section 357 1 and Section 5E1 .2 of the Sentencing Guidehxies, theCourt may also imposje a fine that 
is sufficient to pay the federal government the costs of any utiprisonment, term of supervised release, 
and period of probation. 
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2. Iix addition, your client agrees to waive his interest in and not to contest the adirLinistrative 
forfeiture of the $9 J60.00, and two handguns seized from his home on October 24, 2005. 

3. Your client agrees to continued detention pending sentencing in this matter. . 

4. Yonr client agrees to cooperate with the Office of the United States Attorney for the 
District of Columbia on the following temis and conditions: 

(a) Your client shall cooperate fully, truthfully, completely and forthright ly with 
this Office and other Federal, state and local law enforcement authorities identified by this Office 
in any and all matters as to which the Govemiiient deems the' cooperation relevant. Your client 
acknowledges that your client's cooperation may include, but will not necessarily be, limjted to: 
answering questions; providing sworn written statements; and taking govenimeiit adtoinistered 
polygraph examination(s). Any refusal by your client to cooperate fully, truthfully, completely and 
forthrightly as directed by this Office and other Federal, state and local law enforcement autl^otities 
identified by this Office in any and all matters in which the Government deems your client's 
assistance relevant will constitute a breach of this agreement by your chent, and willi relieve the 
Government of its obligations under this agreement, including but not limited to its obligatiGjn to by 
motion or otherwise ask the Court to give positive consideration to your client -s cooperation at the 
time of sentencing. Your client agrees, however, that such breach by your client will not constitute 
a basis for withdrawal of your client's plea of guilty or otherwise relieve your chentl of his 
obligations under this agreement. 

(b) Your client shall promptly turn over to the Go verniiient or other law enforcement 
authorities or direct such law enforcement authorities to any and all evidenc e o f crime; all; conlpaband 
and proceeds of crime; and all assets traceable to such proceeds of crime, if any. Your clientj agrees 
to the forfeiture of all assets, if any, which are proceeds of crime or traceable to such proceeds of 

! 

crime. 

(c) Your client shall testify fully, completely and truthfully before any and all Grand 
Juries in the District of Columbia^ and elsewhere, and at any and all trials of cases or: othqr court 
proceedings in the District of Columbia and elsewhere, at which your client's testimony ifnay be 
deemed relevant by the Government, 

(d) Your client understands and acknowledges that nothing in this agreementj allows 

; . i . 

your client to commit any criminal violation of local, state or federal law during the period 0f your 
client's cooperation with law enforcement authorities or at any time prior to the sentencing in this 
case. The commission of a criminal offense during the period of your client's cooperation or at any 
time prior to sentencing will constitute a breach of this plea agreement and will relieve the 
Govemment of all of its obligations under this agreement, including but not limited to its obligation 
to by motion or otherwise ask the Court to give positive consideration to your chent's cooperation 
at the time of sentencing. However, your client acknowledges: and agrees that- such a brpach of this 
agreement will not entitle your client to withdraw his plea of guilty or reheve him of his obligations 
under this agreement. Your client further understands that, to establish a breach of this agreement, 
the Government need only prove your client's commission of a criminal offense by a preponderance 
of the evidence. 
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5 . Your client understands that the determination of whether your client has prt) Vided 
assistance sufficient to justify a request by motion or otherwise to the Court to give positive 
consideration to your client's cooperation at the time of sentencing is within the sole discretion of 
the United States Attorney's Office for the District of Columbia and is not reviewable by the Covtrt, 
Your client understands that if the Government does not file, a motion or otherwise request that the 
Court give positive consideration to your chent's cooperation the Court's discretion to give such 
consideration may be to some degree limited . ^ any events your chent specifically agrees not to 
seek such consideration^ without a Government request by motion or otherwise, based on assistance 
provided in the investigation(s) or prosecution(s) of another person(s) who has committed a federal, 
state, local or any other offense. Your client agrees and acknowledges that the failure of this Office 
to by motion or otherwise ask the Court to give positive consideration to your client's cooperation 
at the time of sentencing shall not be grounds for your client to move to withdraw his plea of guilty 
in this case or otherwise relieve your client of his obhgations under this agreement, 

6. Your client acknowledges and understands that dui-ing the course of the pooperation 
outlined in this agreenaent your cHent will be interviewed by law enforcement agents and/or 
Government attomeys and that your client has the right to have defense counsel present during these 
interviews. After consultation with yOU, and with your concmrence, your client knowingly and 
voluntarily waives this right and agrees to meet with law enforcement agents and Government 
prosecutors outside of the presence of counseL if at some future point you or your cUent desire to 
have coxmsel present during interviews bylaw enforcement agents and/or Government attorneys, and 
you communicate this decision in writing to this Office, the Government will honor this request, and 
this change will have no effect on any other terms and conditions of this agreement. 

7. (a) hi. entering this plea of guilty, your client understands and agrees to W:aive certain 
rights afforded to your cUent by the Constitution of the United States and/or by statute, includiiig: 
the right against self-incrimination with respect to the offense to which your client is pleading guilty; 
the right to an hidictment; the right to be tried by a jury, or by a judge sitting without a jury; the right 
to be assisted by an attorney at trial; and the right to confi'ont and cross-examme witnesses. 

(b) Your client also knowingly and voluntarily waives or gives up all cqnstitutional 
and statutory rights to a speedy sentence, and agrees that the plea of guilty pursuant to this agreement 
will be entered at a tiine decided upon by the Govemnient with the concurrence of the Court. Your 
clietit also agrees that the sentencing in this case may be delayed until your client's cooperation has 
been completed, as determined by the Government, so that the Court will have the benefit of all 
relevant information before a sentence is imposed. Your cHent understands that the date for 
sentencing will be set by the Court. 

8 . Your cUent understands that the sentence in this case will be imposed ia accordance with 
1 8 U.S.C. Section 3553 including a consideration of the_guidelines arid policies promulgated by the 
United States Sentencing Conunissiori. Your client understands that the sentence to be imposed upon 
him is determined solely by the Court. It is understood that the Sentencing Guidelines are not binding 
on the Court. Your client acknowledges that his entry of a guilty plea to the charged offenses 
authorizes the sentencing court to impose any sentenced, up to and including the statutory maximum 
sentence, which may be greater than the applicable Guidelines range. The Government cannot, and 
does not, make any promise or representation as to what sentence your client will receive. Moreover, 
it is understood that your client will have no right to withdraw his plea of guilty should the Court 
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impose a sentence outside the Guidelines range. 

9. Your client understands that even if this Office informs the Court of the nature ml exteiit 
of your clie^f s Cooperation, this Office reserves its full right of allocution for purposes of sehteticing 
in this matter. In particular^ the United States reserves its right to recornmend a specific period of 
incarceration and fine up to the maximum sentence of incarceration and fine allowable by law. Your 
client further understands that the Government retains its full right of allocution in connection with 
any post-sentence, motion which may be filed in this matter and/or any proceeding(s5 before the 
Bxireau of Prisons. In addition, your client acknowledges that the Govertiraent is itot obligated and 
does not intend to file any post-sentence downward departure motion in this case pursuant to Rule 
3 5(b) of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure. 

10. Your client understands and agrees that your chent will not be allowed i to move to 
withdraw th^ guilty plea entered under this agreement solely because of the harshness of the sentence 

irnposed. Sbch a motion to withdraw shall constitute a breach of this agreement. 

I 

1 1 . Your client acknowledges discussing with you Federal Rule of Criminal Proc^ure 1 1 (f) 
aiid Federal Rule of Evidence 410, mles which ordinarily limit the admissibility of statements made 
by a defendant in the course of plea discussions or plea proceedings if a guilty plea is later 
withdrawn. Your client knowingly and voluntarily waives the rights which arise undei^ these rules. 
As a result of this waiver, your chent understands and agrees thM any statements whichj are made in 
the coujTse of your cUent's guilty plea or in connection with your cUenf s cooperation pursuant to this 
plea agreement will be admissible against your client for any purpose in any criminal or civil 
proceeding if your chent's guilty plea is subsequently withdrawn. Moreover, in the, event your 
client's guilty plea is withdrawn, your client agrees that the Government will be free tc| use against 
your client in any crinainal or civil proceeding any statements made during the course of any 
debriefing conducted m anticipation of this agireement, regardless of whether those debriefings were 
previously covered by an "off the record" agreement by the parties. | 

I 

12. Your client further agrees to waive all rights, claims or interest in any witness fee that 
your client may be eligible to receive pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1821 for your clienf s appearance at 
any grand jtiry, witness conference(s) or court proceeding(s) during the course of j^our clienfs 
cooperation pursuant to this agreement or any terrn of your chent's incarceration. 

13. Your client understands and agrees that if your chent should fail to specifically perform 
and to fulfill fully and completely each and every one of your chenfs obhgations under this plea 
agreement, then: (a) the Government will be free from its obligations under the agreement, including 
but not limited to its obhgation by motion or otherwise to ^ ask the Court to give positive 
consideration to your chent's cooperation at the time of sentencing; (b) your client will not be 
allowed to withdraw your clienfs guilty plea; (c) your client shall be ftiUy subject | to criminal 
prosecution for any other crimes which your chent has committed or might commit, if any, including 
perjury and obstruction of justice; and (d) the Government will be free to use against your chent, 
directly and indirectly, in any criminal or civil proceeding any of the information or materials 
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provided by yGux client pursuant to this agreement or during the couisg of debriefmgs cotitiucted in 
anticipation of this agreement, regardless of whether those debriefmgs were previously covered by 

an *'off the record'* agreement by the parties. 



THE GOVERNMENT'S OBLIGATIONS. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND WAIVEKS: 

14. This Office will bring to the Court's attention at the time of sentencing the nature and 
extent of your cUent's cooperation or lack of cooperation. 

15. This Office will inform the Departure Guideline Committee of the Urdted States 
Attorneys Office for the District of Columbia about the nature and extent of yotir cheiit's 
cooperation. 

16. If the Departure Guideline Committee of the United States Attorneys Office for the 
District of Columbia, after evaluating the full nature and extent of your client's cooperation, 
determines that your client has provided substantial assistance, then this Office will by nlotion or 
otherwise ask the Court to give positive consideration to your chent's cooperatioii at the time of 
sentenciiig in order to afford your client an opportunity to persuade the Court that your clietit should 
be sentenced to a lesser period of mcarcetation and/or fme than would otherwise be the case. 
However, notwithstanding a determination by the Departure Guideline Cojnniittee of the United 
States Attorneys Office for the District of Cohrmbia that your client has provided; subs tahtial 
assistance, in the event your client should fed to specifically perforta and fulfill completely each 
and every one of your cUenf s obhgations under this plpa agreement^ then, the Government will be 
free from its obligations under the agreement, including but tiot Hmited to its obligation to by 
motion or otherwise ask the Court to give positive consideration to your client' s cooperation at the 
time of sentencing 

17. The Government and your chent agree, in accordance with Section IB 1.8 of the 
Sentencing Guidelines, that the Government will be free to use against your client for any purpose 
at the sentencing in this case any self-incrimiuating information provided by your client pursuant to 
this agreement or during the course of debriefings conducted in anticipation of this; agreement, 
regardless of whether those debriefings were previously covered by an ''off the record!' agreement 
by the parties. 

18. The Government agrees that the base offense level for the crime to which your chent is 
pleading guilty should be decreased by three levels based upon your client's acceptance of 
responsibility and will file a motion with the Court, pursuant to Section 3E1 . 1, provided that your 
chent cooperates and is truthful and candid during the pre-sentence investigation, and does not 
attempt to obstruct justice^ deceive, withhold or otherwise mislead the Coiut, the Probation Office 
or the government concerning any issue relevant to the imposition of sentence. Your client and the 
go vernmerLt. agree that the base offense level for the offense to which your client is pleading guilty 
should be increased by two levels pursuant to Section 2D LI (b)(1) Your client agrees not to seek 
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any decreases in your client's base offense level other than those which are agreed to by the 
Government in this paragraph. Yotir client further agrees not to seek a downward departure for any 
reason from the otherwise applicable guideline range estabhshed by the Sentencing Guidelines, 
except for departures based on a governinent motion recdgiiizing your client's substatttial assistance 
under section 5K1 . 1 . Your client iinderstands and acknowledges that the position of the Governmetit 
with respect to your client's base offense level, like any other recommendatiori made by the Uiiited 
States Attorney's Office at the time of sentencing, is not binding on the Probation Office or the 
Court, neither of which are parties to this agreement, 

19. Aft^r the entry of your client's plea of guilty to the offense identified in J^axagraph 
nuniber one above, your client will not be charged with any non- violent crimuial offense in violation 
of Federal or District of Columbia law which was pomniitted within the District of Coluihbia by your 
client prior to the execution of this agreement and about which the United States Attorney's Office 
for the District of Columbia was made aware by your client prior to the execution of this: agreement. 
However, the United States expressly reserves its right to prosecute your client for any crime of 
violence, as defined in 18 U.S. C. § 16 and/or 22 D.C. Code § 4501, if in fact your client committed 
or commits such a crime of violence prior to or after the execution of this agreement. 

20. The United States agrees, subject to the reservations in the remainder of this paragraph^ 
that so long as your client does not move to withdraw your clierif s plea of guilty arid is in full 
compliance with each and every provision of this agreement, the United States will not use against 
your client, directly or indirectly, in any criminal or in any civil proceedirig, any of the information 
or materials provided to the United States by your client during the course of your client's 
cooperation pursuant to this agreement or during the course of any debriefing conducted in 
anticipation of this agreement. However, the United States expressly reserves its right to use self- 
incrimhiating information provided by your chent at the sentencing in this case, if such use has 
otherwise been reserved in this agreement. 



General Conditions 

21. It is fiirther agreed that the United States and your client shall request the Cdnrt to place 
under seal this plea agreement and other relevant proceedings and documents entered into the record 
in this matter. Both parties agree that this is necessary in order to protect the personal safety of your 
chent. Both parties further agree that if the record is sealed in this niatter, it shall remain under seal, 
subject to Court approval, until your client is sentenced or such other time as the Court might direct 
in response to a motion made by the United States. 

22. This letter sets forth the entire understanding between the parties and constitutes the 
complete plea agreement between your client and the United States Attorneys Office for the District 
of Columbia. This agreement supersedes all prior understandings, promises, agreetnents/ or 
conditions, if any, between this Office and your client. 
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23. This agreement only binds the United States. Attorneys Office for the District of 
Colunabia. It does not bind any other United States Attorney's Office or any other office or ageiicy 
of the United States Government, includiag^ but not limited to, the Tax Division of the United States 
Department of Justice, the Interrtal Revenue Service of the United States Department of the Treasury; 
or any state pr local prosecutor. These individuals and agencies remain free to prosecute your cUeiit- 
for any offense(s) coinmitted within their respective jurisdictions . 

24. There are no other agreements, promises^ imderstandings or undertakings between your 
client and this Office. Your client understands and acknowledges that there can be no valid addition 
or alteration to fliis agreeraent unless the modification is made on the record in open Court or made 
in a writing signed by all of the parties. 



Sincerely yours. 



KENNETH L. WAINSTEIN 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 




u 




V. Geise 
Assistant United States Attorney 
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DEFENDANT'S ACCEPTANCE 

I have read this plea agreement and have discussed it with my attorney, Diahe Lcpley, 
Esquire. I fiilly understand this agreetiient and agree to it without reservation. 1 do this voluntarily 
and of my own free will, intending to be legally bound. No threats have been made td me nor am 

*■ ■ I- 

I under the influence of anything that could impede my abihty to understand this agreeiment fully. 
I am pleading guilty because I am in fact guilty of the offense identified in paragraph one. 

I reaffirm that absolutely no promises, agreements, understandings, or conditions have been 
made or entered into in connection with my decision to plead guilty except those set forth in this plea 
agreement. I am satisfied with the legal services provided by my attorney in connection with this 
plea agreement and matters related to it. 



Date: 



5^ 






Adams 



ATTORNEY'S ACKNOWLEDGMENT 



ii H i I I li 



I have read each of the pages constituting this plea agreement, reviewed them with my cliant, 
and discussed the provisions of the agreement with my client, fully. These pages accurately and 
completely set forth the entire plea agreement I concur in niy chent's desire to plead guilty and 
cooperate with the Government as set forth in this agreement. 



Date: X^ j./>* OU j^J.-^t^^in^^.-'^ 




Diane Lepley, Esquire 
Attomey for the Defendant 
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